
2 1 00 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20037-3213 | art unit | paper number 

1756 

DATE MAILED: 12/07/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/633,716 
Examiner 

Christopher G. Young 



Applicant(s) 

SHIMIZU, TAKESHI 



Art Unit 

1756 



p^^.^ J for plj^"""^^ ^^^^ ^"'^ communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " 

' ■ ^^IJISS^^^ - reply be ti^eiyfiled 

" II Ln n!"°H '^^'.^ ^^'^'^^-^ ^J'^u® ^^''^y ^^y^' ^ '^P'y ^'^^'^ statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

hatiure o reply wita the set or extended penod for reply wiH. by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C S 1 33) 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 August 2003 and 07 November 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|El This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E| CIaim{s) Ml is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 05 August 2003 is/are: a)M accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119{a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3 All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No, . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

DD Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) LI Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) [3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No{s)/Mail Date 1 sheet . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 1-7-2003 has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Speciflcation 

3. A substitute specification excluding the claims is required pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.125(a) because the specification contains en-ors far too numerous to amend without a 
complete revision of the entire specification. Initially, the Examiner points out that the 
specification is replete with grammatical and idiomatic enters that require careful review 
and revision of the specification. Additionally, the section of the specification referring to 
the Japanese prior art documents does not correctly correspond the numerals and 
Figure denotations of the references in the instant specification. If the prior art is to be 
referred to in the specification, care should be utilized when referring to Figures, 
reference numerals and the associated teachings of that prior art. The specification 
needs to be amended in this area in view of the improper matching of Figure description 
numbers. \ 
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4. A substitute specification must not contain new matter. The substitute 
specification must be submitted with markings showing all the changes relative to the 
immediate prior version of the specification of record. The text of any added subject 
matter must be shown by underlining the added text. The text of any deleted matter 
must be shown by stril<e-through except that double brackets placed before and after 
the deleted characters may be used to show deletion of five or fewer consecutive 
characters. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown by being placed 
within double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived. An accompanying 
clean version (without markings) and a statement that the substitute specification 
contains no new matter must also be supplied. Numbering the paragraphs of the 
specification of record is not considered a change that must be shown. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particulariy point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The scope of the claims does not particulariy point out the subject matter in a 
clear and concise way. Specifically, claims 1 and 7 recite "between adjacent two of said 
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patterns". This phrase is unclear and the claims should be amended In such a way as 
to allow one of skill the ability to easily determine the intended scope of the invention. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1-1 1 are allowable over the prior art of record. None of the prior art 
references describes, teaches or suggests the limitation, as claimed, of determining the 
gap size in a middle region of the substrate. The prior art only refers to the edges and 
corners. 

8. The claims are still rejected as set forth in paragraph number 5 above. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher G. Young whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1394. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on 571-272-1385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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